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WEIR ONLY HUMAN

Does Religion Make Us Safer?
By Bob Weir
Do you believe in
God? That’s a question
often asked as blithely as
if the person was asking
the time of day. Moreover,
the answer will often be the clay which
the inquirer will use to mold the image of
the respondent. If the answer is a firm no,
some will automatically attribute low moral
character to the infidel. After all, what kind
of values can one have if he/she doesn’t
believe in the omnipotence of a deity?
How can they believe that the complexity
of the universe and the intricacy of the
human body was the result of a series of
cosmic accidents? Creationists believe that
life and the universe were created in their
original form by a deity, while evolutionists
believe we evolved from a lower species of
life to our present incarnation.
The problem I’ve always had with
Darwin’s Theory is; if we evolved from the
apes through a series of embodiments that
ranged from the Java Man to Neanderthal,
Cro-Magnon, etc., where are the replacements for those species? If we assume, as
evolution teaches, that our decidedly more
attractive features today are the result of
those millennial-length changes, why do
we not have live ancestors in all of those
stages today? My question is; if we evolved
from apes, and apes still exist, where are

the transitional beings between them and
us? Unless evolution has ceased, we’d still
be able to chat with those bi-pedal relatives
with the sloping foreheads and crooked
spines that only a chiropractor could love.
The great 19th century English naturalist
left us with a lot to consider, but in order
to subscribe to his theory we’d have to take
a long leap of faith. It’s a leap no greater
than the belief that a superior being is
behind the synchronized solar system that
provides us with the warmth and oxygen
to sustain life.
None of the above should be viewed
as intolerance of atheism. What a person
believes is a private commitment that can’t
be overruled by the proselytizing power of
worshippers, no matter how well-meaning
their efforts. Besides, I feel justified in
saying that everyone who has grown to
adulthood in a civilized society is, in fact,
a person of faith. That’s because organized
religion has had such a profound effect on
the mainstream ethos of everyday life that
one could hardly escape its wholesome
message. This country, for example, was
founded by religious refugees seeking the
freedom to worship in peace, without fear
of tyranny from the intolerant. The principles of religion have been embedded in
our laws and have provided us with a code
of moral conduct. Are there any among us

who have not been influenced by the good
versus evil creed at some point during our
lifetime?
I’ve always believed that exposure to
religion, however slight or avid your level
of commitment, will inject a corresponding
level of positive neurons into your outlook
on life. Have you ever come away with
a feeling of despair or desperation after
spending time in a house of worship?
On the contrary, it’s a place to rejuvenate
your spirit and build on your hopes and
dreams. A soul can get worn and raggedy
after dealing with the weeklong conflicts
that often arise in the perfidious environment that accompanies social and business
encounters. An hour or more of worship
can sew up those holes and toughen your
moral resolve to face the challenges of a
new week.
Although many feel they can get by
without the spiritual connection, I submit
that they have already been blessed by a
lifetime of influence from others of good
will. The world is far from perfect now, but
can you imagine how wretched it would
be without the benevolent structure put
in place by those with love in their hearts
for their fellow man? Those who deny
and decry the effect of spiritual guidance on their pathway of life may have
become adept at repudiating the intangible
components inherent in the atmosphere
surrounding their every move. Yet, they
have no way of calculating the salubrious
benefits received from neighbors whose
moral compass has been shaped by a

“Zero Percent,” A Documentary About Hudson
Link Wins Silver Heart Award
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A
documentary
about the Hudson Link
program, which provides college education to inmates, directed by Tim Skousen,
entitled “Zero Percent”- a reference to
the fact that not a single Hudson Link
graduate released from prison was reincarcerated-, recently won the Silver Heart
Award at the Dallas International Film
Festival.

lifetime of Scriptural edification.
In other words, if those closest to us
have developed a sensitive regard for fairness and virtue, in essence, a conscience,
we are made safer and more secure by
their proximity. Contrarily, if we were
surrounded by self-absorbed hedonists,
our lives might become repugnant and
perilous. With that concept in mind, I
suggest that we are all recipients of the
religious abundance in our orbit, whether
we decide to believe it or not. Hence we all
benefit, in one way or another, from faith
in God.

Sing Sing State Penitentiary and other
prisons so they could take college classes
and earn credits toward a degree. Although
the program was very successful, in 1995
then Governor George Pataki withdrew
funding for college programs in prisons.
One year prior to that the federal government withdrew Pell Grants for prisoners.
With no funding, college’s left the prisons.
Hudson Link was created in the late
1990s as a means to continue to provide
college education in Sing-Sing. Nyack
College was first to offer a degree for the
Continued on page 20
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students, and afterwards it was agreed
that Mercy College would become
the degree-granting institution. The
first Hudson Link/Mercy College
commencement was in 2004. All expenses
are covered by individual contributions
and grants from institutions, businesses
and religious organizations .
The program has been wildly
successful. Since 2001 Mercy College
has granted 200 degrees. It costs $48,000
per year to keep one person incarcerated,
and the national recidivism rate is 60%.
Out of the 46 Hudson Link graduates
that have been released, none have been
returned to prison.
For every year that the graduates stay
out of prison, New York saves 2.2 million
dollars.
Interviewed by The Guardian, Shelley
Alkin, the Mercy College academic
coordinator for the program explained
that although some people think that
curriculum may be watered down for
the inmates, in fact they do the same
coursework and must maintain the same
G.P.A. She related that many professors
have shared with her that students in the

classes are as good or better than most
students they have taught.
Alkin said, “The program has been
successful due to the cooperation of all
participants: Mercy College, Hudson
Link, and the prison superintendent and
staff. The inmates are appreciative, hard
working, and a positive role model for
the other incarcerated men as well as for
their own children and families on the
outside.”
Alkin stated that Mercy participates
in the program because, “The incentive
for good behavior, the chance to change
the future for men who will return to
society, and the positive feedback from
faculty are just a few of the reasons why
Mercy College believes that education
at Sing Sing is such a rewarding experience for all involved.” She further stated,
“Attending the graduation ceremony
each June and is one of the most amazing
experiences you can have.”
Hudson Link, through a partnership
with NYACK College, has expanded to
Fishkill Correctional Facility, offering
a Bachelor’s Degree in Organizational
Leadership. Additionally, they are
offering college credit courses at Taconic

Correctional Facility in Bedford Hills,
NY and have 61 women enrolled.

My Perspective
I have long advocated, since my
release, a return of college education
to inmates. I therefore applaud Mercy
College and Hudson Link for stepping
up to the plate and filling a void which
really should be done by the government.
Not only are they helping to rehabilitate
inmates, but they are also making society
safer in the process, as well as saving tax
payers money.
I attended college while I was wrongfully incarcerated, obtaining an AS in
Liberal Arts and completing an additional year towards a BA before funding
was cut. The college program gave us
hope of a productive future rather than
us simply vegetating. It also expanded
our horizons. There were a number of
secondary benefits as well. The program
made the prison safer for both staff and
prisoners, as the inmates were focused
on college and their future rather than
getting caught up in jailhouse politics
and violence. An idle mind, as the saying
goes, is the devil’s playground.

Attending college in prison enabled
me to be that much further along in
rebuilding my life than if I had started
from scratch. Fernando Bermudez,
recently exonerated after 18 years,
attended Hudson Link while still
wrongfully incarcerated. Similarly,
Hudson Link equips other prisoners for
a productive future, whether innocent or
not, while at the same time being a major
crime prevention program that benefits
society.
On May 5, 2001, a fundraising event
for Hudson Link, entitled “Reaching
for New Tomorrows” is being held at
the Yale Club, during which a trailer
for Zero Percent is being shown. I
encourage people to attend or make a
contribution, and further, to attend a full
screening of the documentary when it is
shown. Screen times will be posted on
the Hudson Link website www.hudsonlink.org/joomla/index.php
Jeffrey M. Deskovic is a Criminal Justice
Advocate and Exoneree. To learn more, wist
his website: www.JeffreyDeskovicSpeaks.
org.
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Sound Shore Medical Center Collection Site for National Take Back Day
NEW ROCHELLE, NY -- Sound
Shore Medical Center (SSMC) has
advised it is partnering with the U.S.
Drug Enforcement Administration
(DEA) as a National Take Back Day
collection site. This important event is
scheduled for April 30, 2011 from 10:00
AM – 2:00 PM in the Joyce Pavilion
Lobby and will give the public an
opportunity to rid their homes of potentially dangerous, expired, unused and
unwanted prescription drugs.
Last fall’s first Take Back Day
resulted in 121 tons of prescription
drugs being turned in for proper disposal
by the DEA. This new, overwhelmingly
successful program addresses a vital
safety and public health issue – medicine
no longer needed that remains in homes.
With rates of prescription drug abuse

in the U.S. alarmingly high – each day
approximately 2,500 teens use prescription drugs to get high for the first time.
This fact, coupled with the number of
accidental poisonings and overdoses,

makes removing unused drugs from
medicine cabinets a vital component of
the war on drugs.
Since Americans are now advised
that disposing of medicines by flushing
them down the toilet or throwing them
in the trash pose potential safety and
health hazards, this is another reason Rx
Take Back Day is an important community service project – one in which
Sound Shore Medical Center is proud
to be a partner.
Anyone wanting to participate in
the Take Back Day on April 30 can
park in Sound Shore Medical Center
Visitors’ Lot free of charge. The DEA
representative will be in the main lobby
to receive drugs. Remember the event is
free, anonymous and no questions will be
asked. This is the perfect time to process

unwanted medications in a safe, responsible manner.
For more information on Take Back
Day or to locate other participating
sites in your area, visit www.dea.gov
Of note: The Secure and Responsible
Drug Disposal Act of 2010 allows the
“ultimate user” of controlled substance
medications to dispose of them by delivering the drug to entities authorized by
the Attorney General to accept them. On
the 30th, all Take Back collection sites,
listed on the DEA’s website, will have
a Drug Enforcement Administration
agent present and responsible for properly handling drugs.
Learn more about the Sound Shore Medical
Center of Westchester online: http://soundshore.org/AboutSSMC

